Mr. Tower

History of Western Civilization

Course Syllabus

If toast always lands butter-side down, and cats always land on their feet, what happen if you strap toast on the back of a cat and drop it?     - Steven Wright

Who am I
The 2018-2019 school year will be my twentieth year of teaching.  I have taught one semester at both Burlington High School and Brown Deer High School.  I spent the 2000-2001 school year at Oconomowoc High School teaching Citizenship and US history. This is my eighteenth year at Arrowhead and I’m very happy to be part of a great school district
Philosophy Good students make good people.  Young adults have a lot of responsibilities and the most important should be family and school.  In high school you will encounter many opportunities, which are both good and bad.  It is up to you to decide which activities you get into and how involved you are in them.  Whatever you are doing in life make the best of it and enjoy every second!
Western 
History of Western Civilization may be taken at any level. 

Civilization The recommended time within the four-year sequence is the sophomore year.  History of Western Civilization is a basic course valuable to all students regardless of future vocational plans.  History places man in time and traces the development of civilization from primitive to highly industrialized states.  History helps students understand their world. History of Western Civilization covers the development from ancient times to WWI.  

Topics 
Ancient Civilizations
Ancient Greece
Ancient Rome

Middle Ages


Renaissance 
Reformation


Age of Discovery

Revolution

Imperialism


Industrialization 

Colonialization
WWI

Rules of the Road


· You must be in your seat when the bell rings.  Not sliding through the door or yelling here I come down the hallway.  If you are Tardy you will spend that time with me after or before school.  If it persists the appropriate measure(s) will be taken! 

· There will be zero tolerance for food or soda in the classroom.  I have new carpeting that I’m very thankful for I will keep it in good condition so when your kids come to my class they say “Nice carpeting!”

· Passes to and from places out of the classroom are based on form in front of room.  

· Books will be covered by the end of the second week of school.  Covers will be maintained throughout the year.

· Be sure to follow the policy of student conduct on page 26 of your student handbook. 

Grades
50% Tests
30% Projects, Writing and Research

10% Quizzes 


10% Homework


* The Final Exam is worth 15% 
Classroom 


Duties
Within the classroom setting we will be having many simulations and discussions.  You will be respectful and a quality listener to your fellow classmates and speakers.


You must bring your book and all materials needed for the day’s lesson to class everyday.  You must raise your hand when you have a question or want to contribute to a discussion.  Act appropriately for the topic or issue that is being discussed.  Sit in your assigned seats at all times.  In the case when there is a substitute teacher the following rule applies:  THE SUBSTITUTE IS ALWAYS RIGHT! Don’t put yourself in any difficult situations that could jeopardize your grade.  Never turn any class work into the substitute.

Grading 
Scale

A 100- 90, B 89-80, C 79-70, D 69-60, F Below 60

The following themes can be applied to any or all topics that we will cover in this class this year.  These are topics that make sense.  All civilizations truly need these in order to thrive.  Without, failure is immanent.  We will use our books, handouts, Internet, and presentations in order to understand each civilization be it success or failure.   We will go back to these every unit to analyze how different civilizations either stuck to these principals or failed to meet them.

What Every Civilization Needs To Survive
1. 
Dependence on natural resources - What things in nature are needed to survive?

2. 
Development of economy - Who leads?

3. 
Development of political systems - How are resources divided?

4. 
Development of religion - What is their spiritual life?

5. 
Types of social structure - What are the roles of young and old, men and women, races, etc.?

6. 
Role of technology - What did they make to better their lives? What was their knowledge?

7. 
Evolution /Fall of the civilization.

POLICY: 649. POSSESSION OF PERSONAL WIRELESS ELECTRONIC DEVICES Arrowhead Union High School recognizes the value of technology in fostering engaging, relevant, and personalized learning. Therefore, the use of personally-owned devices, including laptops, Chromebooks, cellphones, and others are permitted for students. Because of their potential for increasing student learning, personally-owned laptops and Chromebooks will be used in the school. Students may have cellphones in school, but should not have them out in classrooms unless students are given explicit permission by instructors. With teacher permission, these devices must be used for educational purposes only. Usage policies may vary from class to class, from teacher to teacher.
